
CYNTHIA WOODS MITCHELL: 1922-2009. 
Cynthia and George Mitchell received the Aurelio Peccei USA Club of Rome Lifetime Achievement award in 2006, the 30th anniversary of USA Club of Rome. Cynthia and George Mitchell, long members of the USA Club of Rome contributed to the field of Futures By a series of Mitchell Conferences on Sustainable Futures focusing not only on economics, energy,  environment, but also governance, sustainability and resource utlization. These meetings organized and funded by the Mitchell’s were extremely important contributions leading to industry accepting sustainability concepts including USA COR members Harlan Cleveland, Thomas Wilson, John and Magda McHale, Anitra Thorhaug, and Dennis Meadows and others.    

Cynthia beyond her interest in Global Futures created four major contributions to the future of the world: Architecture and Urban planning, including  Historic preservation; the arts; science and science education; and children’s issues. She also was concerned about cancer and Alzheimer research and   .  

SUSTAINABLE URBAN PLANNING, HISTORIC PRESERVATION: 
Stimulated by the works of Buckminster Fuller,  Cynthia and George Mitchell created The Woodlands, the first planned sustainable community in Texas as a pedestrian-friendly, minimal-energy- consumption work and sustainable living community with recycling and utilization of energy from gas in the 1970’s far before the first energy crisis. Simultaneously, Cynthia and George began the revitalization and restoration of the original seaport of Texas, almost the “Ellis Island” of the many families who pioneered the Anglo and European Texas migrations when Mexico was just a new nation, and when Texas was a Republic separated from Mexico. George was born in Galveston. By preserving many of the island's historic structures and reviving such tourist-friendly events as Mardi Gras (which now draws 400,00 visitors a year). (and through their heroic efforts after hurricane Ike), the town of Galveston was reborn. Cynthia Mitchell’s deep interests in architecture and design have helped to preserve many historically significant buildings in Galveston. Cynthia Mitchells' vision of a restored historic Galveston began with the T. Jefferson League Building restored in 1976. Cynthia commissioned legendary Texas architect O’Neil Ford to re-create the space. The Mitchells bought and restored 16 other historic Galveston buildings, including the Leon and H. Blum Building, which became the luxury Tremont House hotel, and the famed beachfront Galvez Hotel. In 1984, they added a luxury destination to the Seawall with the San Luis Hotel and created the Harbor House on Pier 21. “Mrs. Mitchell brought style and sophistication to all the family’s work to preserve historic Galveston," said Dwayne Johnson, executive director of the Galveston Historical Foundation

Cynthia also served on the board of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, where she and her husband endowed the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Fund for Historic Interiors. The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Fund for Historic Interiors provides nonprofit organizations and public agencies grants ranging from $2,500 to $10,000 to assist in the preservation, restoration, and interpretation of historic interiors. Individuals and for-profit businesses may apply only if the project for which funding is requested involves a National Historic Landmark. 

The Arts and the Sciences: 

Cynthia was also a major arts supporter. She underwrote a Distinguished Authors program at the University of Houston and co-chaired the Texas Festival at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. She later joined the board of the World Wildlife Fund, underwrote art exhibits that focused on endangered species at Houston’s Museum of Natural History and was sole underwriter for Margaret Mee’s exhibition of her research in the Brazilian Amazon Rainforest. Encouraging young people in the arts, she supported the University of Houston’s Texas Music Festival, which draws the best music students across the country and features the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Young Artists Competition. In 2003, the Cynthis Woods Mitchell Center for the Arts was created as a place for artistic collaboration at the University of Houston, cultivating interdisciplinary relationships in the performing, visual, and literary arts. From the University of Houston,it offers public events, residencies, and courses that fuse artistic disciplines, ignite dialogue, and present new ways of experiencing the arts in contemporary life. The Mitchell Center forms an alliance among five units at the University of Houston: The School of Art, Creative Writing Program, Moores School of Music, School of Theatre and Dance, and Blaffer Gallery, the Art Museum of the University of Houston.
 Her unsolicited gift launched the University of Houston’s Distinguished Authors program. The crowning jewel of her contributions to the arts is the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion in The Woodlands, of which she was an active board member, designated the summer home of The Houston Symphony, through a $5 million gift from Cynthia. A Cynthia Woods Mitchell Chair has been endowed at the University of Houston’s School of Theatre. The Houston Youth Symphony and Ballet were interests also which was focused on children’s development in the arts.
Her other interests was in science (particularly environment and space) At Houston’s Museum of Natural Science, two exhibits have been underwritten through her interest in the protection of endangered species, (she was a board member of the World Wildlife Fund), and was sole underwriter for the research projects studying the Amazon of Dr. Margaret Mee. The Mitchell’s were extremely active in getting the George and Cynthia Woods Mitchell Institute for Fundamental Physics and. Astronomy at Texas A&M,  specifically targeting the genius of astronomer Steven Hawkings for Texas A & M.  In a second act a $3.25 million gift to Texas A & M University while University of Texas at Austin provided matching, thereby making Aggies and Longhorns partners in the $550 million Giant Magellan telescope.  

Children’s issues. 

Cynthia Mitchell provided funding to help establish the Global Children’s Foundation, which provides safe havens for young victims of war and tyranny. A sponsor of Kid Care, and of the Houston Youth Symphony, and children’s Ballet of Houston.
Like her husband our esteemed USA COR member George Mitchell, she was a visionary who transformed her community while she nurtured her family," said Dr. Larry Kaiser, president of The University of Texas Health Science Center, where the George P. and Cynthia Mitchell Center for Research in Alzheimer’s Disease and Brain Related disorders was established. "She brought a sense of optimism as well as common sense and business acumen to the most daunting projects and in all that she did, she defined womanly grace.”

Cynthia she was born with an identical twin in 1922 in New York City, moved to Illinois, and to Texas in 1930. As the wife of businessman and philanthropist George Mitchell, since 1944, the mother of ten children, and grandmother of 24, great-grandmother of 4, Mrs. Mitchell has devoted herself to her family, to a hands’ on benefactor, patron, and preservationist, she has influenced the Mitchell’ Sustainable Futures Conferences, urban planning and historic preservation of Texas towns, scientific and arts causes and projects with her creativity and appreciation for the interrelatedness of arts, economics, science, and the future.
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